— A OY one — r — 


POE TICAL ATTEMPTS. 
* : CONSISTING OF 
An allegorical Poem in blank verſe, l 


SMT ET UE T1 


; | 5 3 | 
UGH rioting Qs: 2g 8 5 i 


N 


Some other Pieces. 


ä — — — 


m⁵ 88 


. 
Printed for the Author, by T. T RIME R, 1783. 

And Sold by J. WALLIS, No. 16, Lupcars-STtzzzr, 

London: and all other Bookſellers in Town and Country. 


rice TWO SHILLINGS.] 


5 _ Ts RY 
* * # \ 
* — 
* 
„ —— 1 4 * 4 
r T 
4's 250 ä 4 
2 - 


* 
7 
A 8 
: 1 
* 
1 
* 
A 
” 
— — # 
_— 
« 
* 
- 
= — 
= 
0 
” bg _— 
: 
3 
* 
— 
A 
* 
— * 
502 
we ” 
2 : 
: * 
9 F 
7 * - 
* 
. 
* 
: 
D 9 
* - 
G7, 
"4 : 
. ; wy 
* 1 
= 


9. + 
— 
2 
* 
* 
* * 
* 4 
an eo 
ow 
r 
1 
- 
* Cl 
i 
k - 


þ og 


oners Hall. 


— 


Entered at 


Stati 


N 


1 * 
” 
* * 
* - „ . 
wo” 
. 
. 
> « 
N = 
* — 
* 
1 . 
* > 
. _ on 
N 
. 
— 1 
. * 
* 
- 
*; 
* 


2 
: 
* 
%s 
ce ; 
4 * 
1 # 
— 
* 
* 
a . 
- 1 
© \ 


LOSE 3. 


- S .- 


» 
* 


„ 
—— £ + 


» a 


10 


— 
* 
* 
— 
— A 
* 
1 * 
: 2 
993 
” 0 
a 
” I 
PS -- 
* 
— 
* * 
— 
| 
My 
- * 
Fi 
/ 
\ 
* * 
1 
* 
-4 
— 
; 
2-4 
_— 
, 
- 
BY - 
«4 
> + 


Ay PRs | 
: E 
— 
1 
4 * 
„ 
4 * 
* 
* 1 
* 
— 
k 
. 
3 
„ 
„ A 
* 
4. 4 
bY 


991 2 "Mr id 2 wit 
SCIENCE Ss; 
AL LE G O R V. 


. 


B in a lone ſequeſter'd vale, where all 
The gay luxuriance of ſpring, in ſoft 
Profuſion olow'd; or ſteril horrors reign'd : 
Where rocks, woods, deep-ton'd cataracts, peaceful ſtreams; 
Scenes form'd to ſooth to amorous delights ; 
Teach melancholy's gloomy brow to bend; 
Or wing the enraptur'd ſoul, - on thoughts ſublime, 
O'er time and ſpace ; ſcenes more than poets yet 


Have feign'd, or fancy form'd, in ample groups, 


Magnificently roſe ; abſorpt in thought, 
Verk. 1 to 11. A line ſegusſter d vale, &c.— The Univerſe, which-preſents ſo vaſt a variety 


of objects to the contemplative mind in its purſuit of knowledge. Seguęſer d,. or removed from 
the habitations of man, becauſe the way to intellectual accompliſhments is ſo remote 
from the general paths employed in the ordinary purſuits of life. And lone, - becauſe ſo few 
utter their ideas to ſtray beyond the moſt obvious appearances and the ſurfaces of things. 


4 The SCIENCE 8 
Under a platan's venerable ſhade, , a | 
Reclin'd I fat; till the approaching found | 

Of footſteps rous'd me; when I ſaw advance 

A oe," whoſe eyes, with penetrative ken, 

At once paſt, preſent, future, ſeem'd to view: 
Whom with due reverence I thus addreſt. 


O Sire! like me from mortal parents ſprung, 
« Or, as thy figure indicates, divine j; 
« Whether by cireling years matur'd, or draught 
« From. ſpring ctherial inſpir'd, thou know'ſt, 


« What moſt ſerenity can give to life; 
«© Deign my untutor'd youth t'inftru&,”” '< O Son! 
He anfwer'd mildly, ce did thy ſpecies afk ; 

cc My counſel when twas needful, they wou'd be 


© More bleſt; for Jove, in pity to mankind, 
« Has. me ordain'd their tutor, and endow'd _ 
« With fuch ſuperior pow'rs, that, ci where gods 
In awful ſynod meet, or where pale ſhades 
Glide joyleſs thro? tartarean gloom, I tread 


« Undaunted ; or in myſtic myriads call 
“ Reaſom, 


An ee 
T „ace on 8 "obſeq pious to my n 
cc dating d ſuch refiſtleſs ME ric 4 — — 


« My ſapient lore, to hear is to aſſent : 


« Yet man, preſumptuous man ! with ſcorn declines 


« 'To heat my precepts} or addept My ſway 2 | 7. 


— 


« And wrapt in prejudice's baleful clouds, 
© Doom'd ſordid intereſt's inglorious fave,” | 
« Or fr'd with luft of unbought fame, he dates, 
« To [yſtems vile, hypotheſes uncouth, 
« My name with impious fraud ſubſeribe ; 5 but thou, 5 
« With due attention mark. Firſt, 0 be : bleſt | 


« Be virtuous; for more,, ſeek yonder paths : I 


L 


« Nor let impatience urge thee to deſert 
« The gently winding way, to tempt, the ſteep; ; 
“Nor vain imaginary. dangers raiſe 


cc Unmanly tears. Proceed, 9 be happy.” 


He ended, yet attention ſtill held mute 


My cautious tongue: in cogitation deep 
Awhile I ſtood ; then, to my hoary guide 


Pour d grateful thanks, and ſought the wiſh'd for port. 


* Ideas. | 
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ND now a We ant extended chaim 
Of mountains, high on mountains ird, obten 1s 
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Its vaſtnefs : . yet ac ar yous ummit Ba d, 
r 


Shew'd more ſtill rifing in the diſtant view, ; 


In long ſucceſſion, tho' diminiſ? d far 
Th' acclivity of each from each Ca” 


And, what at dittance ſeem 'd a ſightleſs heap | 


Of low'ring precipices, whthi approach d, 

Became a group of gently rifing Hills, 

Bluſhing with flow'rets, breathing fragrance round; 
Mound above mound in ſeemlieft order my 3 


Or lovelier confuſion; where, reclim d... 


aint 


* The great dificultics which are uſually conceiv'd to atterid;the acquiſition of knowledge; 
and which, notwithſtanding, appear generally fo much diminiſh'd on a nearer approach. 


An ALL E G O R V. 
goft on a dimpling fountains moſſy bank, 


Attentive to the murm'ring ſound; or high 

Upon a mountain s azure brow advanc'd;  " 
Or far embow'r'd within a gloomy ſhade, 

Of yews, and poplars, and of cypreſs, form'd ; 

The genii of the place I ſaw, with each 

His vot' ries round. There one*; above the reſt 

High elevated, on the pure ſerene, 

That o'er him hung in ample hemiſphere, 

Enraptur'd gaz d; then pauſing long, infc1ib'd 

The ground with myſtic curves: whilſt round him ſtood 
A favor'd few: there Ptolemy, Copernicus, and there 
Great Huygens ſhone : Picard, Caſſini too, 

With Norwood' girding earth” 8, extended wund. 


Next two approach'd, at whoſe command, the earth 
Unfolded to its center; - or the irs 
Obſequiouſly deſcended, to reveal | 
Their laws immutable, and heav'ns decrees. 


The firſt? inſtructed how Kind nature clothes 
The foil with verdure, when all cheering ſpring 


® Aſtronomy. + He meaſured the earth's circumference 1 Natural philoſophy. 
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8 Then $ C 14 EN C. E & 
Emerges firſt from winter's chill embrace: + + | 
Taught, how by ſummer's genial warmth matur d. 


_ 


Fair autumn ſirews the plains : each creature how, 


With all things furniſh'd that adapt it beſt 
To fill its ſtation. . To the wond'rous Tale 
Attentive, Wrapt in awful ſilence, wait | 
A ſlender train : but chiefly, he, who came 
To bring a ray of heavenly wiſdom, down 


3 To humble human pride, great Newton ſtood. 


The ſecond' told of all the various tribes 

Of animals that crop the flow ry herb, 
Or ſtain it with their carnage : ſuch who cleave « 
The pathleſs elements, or ſuch who find 
A gloomy habitation far from day. 


He taught each plant ev'n from the lofty pine 
Which braves the tempeſt, and its branches round 
Umbrageous ſpreads ; to the weak moſs which hings 
Its aged trunk : explain'd each ore and gem 
Deſtin'd to aid the peaſant to prepare ; 


The fertile glebe, or drench it with his gore; 
* Natural hiſtory. 


An A L LIE G., O. R. x. 
To ſhine on lovely Laura's heav'n form'd breaſt ; 


Or tempt ſome ſceptred villain to betray 


The land he feeds on; to immerſe in woe' 


Millions, who freely from their honeſt toil 
Load him with luxuries j to him confide 
Their deareſt privileges; nay, for him, 
Without a murmur, wou'd pour out their Blood. 
And lives then ſuch a monſter ? has the ſun, 

E'er in his courſe illumin'd ſuch a blot 

In nature's ſcale ? imaginary all ; 

Sprung from {ome ſour be ENG 8 90 brain: 
Had fuck” a wretch, yea, ev'n in hell been ſeen, 
All hell, recoiling, had aris'n to purge 

Its ſtate from ſuch pollution. Yet, ſhou'd ere 

Be ſuch a being ſent to ſcourge mankind, 
And mock at devils for their puny fins; 

Be he my father, brother, deareſt child, 
Or the ſole friend to whom my ſoul retires 
To ſhare its tranſports or relieve its woe ; 


Juſt heav'n, in mercy curſe him: may he be 
2 


6 C IE N C E 6, 


Slave to ſome petty tyrant, where the ſun _ 
But ſhines to ſcorch him: where the air but moves | 
| To waft him peſtilence: give him for ade 3 
= he manchineel : flow poiſon” be his food; 
| And brine and gall his drink: and ſhou'd kind Ong 
Dare on his interdicted head to pour 


Its balmy influence, let it be a ſpace 
So big with horrors, as ſhall make him curſe 
Th' indulgent gift: nor be his pains relax d 


Till late, repentant for his mighty crimes, 
Heav'n, and ev'n thoſe he wrong 'd, ſhall pity him. 


Thus with complacency the pow'r divine 
Inſtruction, as a cloud ambrofial, breath'd 
On all around: midſt whom the regal ſage 
Liſten'd well pleas'd : there Theophraſtes old, 
And Pliny, ſwell'd the train : there Tournefort, Ray, 
And Moriſon; - Edwards, and ſagacious Sloane ; 
Woodward, and great Buffon, appear d; nor leſs 
Of fame deſerving, Goldſmith, ſkill'd to join 
The pleaſing and inſtructive: there too thou, 


* Solomon, 


An A L L E G OR V. 
Pardon, grea ſhade, that my unhallow'd pen 
Shou'd thy immortal name in homely garb” 


Diſhonor, ſage Linnzus : down to thee 

Each bird, obedient,” from its airy flight 

Gladly deſcended ; proud for thee to ſmooth 
Its gloſſy plumage: thee, each beaft _ d, 
Submiſſively to take from thee its name, 

As erſt from Adam : nor, of ev ry race 

Of animated beings, was found one, 

Not emulous, from thy unerring tongue 

To hear its mandate: whilſt each fruit and flow'r, 
To greet thy well known preſence, fill'd the air 
With added fragrance, and unfolding ſhew'd 
Wonders unſeen by all beſides. Then hail 
Thrice happy Sweden; honor'd by his birth : 

By his beney'lent wiſdom, -thro' thy land, 

The harveſt bends on thy once niggard ſoil. 


Far in the boſom of a ſpacious grove 


As next I wander'd ; ſometimes wrapt in gloom 


Impervious to the day; ſometimes allur'd 


11 
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f , ”, | 
Now mixing, now, diverging, now around 
. . „ © . 
In mazy intricacies leading back 1 


Tow'rds where I enter d; I at length approach d 


-— 4 


A pile ſtupendous; ancient as the earth - 5 
It ſhaded; as the in vain projected tow'rs 

Of Babel vaſt; yet, void of ev'ry. grace 

Of orderly aſſemblage, here, aloft, E 
A ſtately column proudly rears its head 

To prop a feſtoon? ; here a pond'rous arch... | 
Weighs with oppreſlive load a feeble coil 

Of foliage? ; or not mote ſecurely leans. 
On a huge pier, of rocky fragments form d, 
Ill mated each to each", With doubtful ſteps 
Trembling I enter'd ; for each object round | 
Seem'd fitted to inſpire with ſilent awe. 

High in the midſt, in folemn pomp. enthron'd, 


* The obfcurities attending the ſtudy of ancient Hiſtory. | 

t A government where ridiculous. profuſion and pomp ſuperſede utility: where the public 
treaſure, inſtead of being applied to its proper uſe, the ſupport of the ſtate, as that of a column 
is to ſupport a Building, is laviſh'd without economy or propriety ;—or, in other words, 
where the government, inflead of being conſidered as intended for the ſupport of the people, 
is attended to as the primary object. | 

An extenfive and important government intruſted to a prince of weak abilities. 

A jarring republic, 
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A goddeſs ſat; her eyes divinely bright 


With majeſty and love, the pow'r and will 


Jo teach and pleaſe. 


She held a wandt, igſcrib'd 


With characters innumerable ; ſuch 


Its mighty pow'r, that from their * reſt 


Of Centuries aroſe each frowning chief, 


Each ſtately monarch, and each {imple ſwain, 


To reaſſume their toils ; and thro' each ſcene, 
Whether of Eden's blisful bow'rs, or where 
The modern ſons of luxury reſort, 


Shunning the day, in quick ſucceſſion paſt : 
Nor paſt unnotic'd ; foreach ſome mark 


Of approbation, or averſion, ſhew'd 


Virtue more lovely, or more hideous vice. 


She wav'd the potent charm. Anon appear 


A countleſs multitude' ; unlike to that 


Surrounding frequent with diſhoneſt blaze 


The chair of royalty ; where rapine lurks 


Latent beneath the fraudful fmile, prepar'd 


„ Hiſtory 


4 The alphabet 


Mankind in the earlieſt ages of the world, 
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14 The 8 co. I E N C E 8, 
To rob his country, or Jeihrvms his 9 

But unenvied be 

Their unbleſt opalence, whoſe utmoſt joy 

To theſe were miſery, to theſe, whoſe lives 
Flow'd unalloy'd by pain, or only ſuch 


As ſuits convenience. 


Without whoſe aid each exquiſite delight - 
Were languid > mutual confidence, reſult 
Of conſcious innocence, infus'd thro all 
Peace and good humour; for no anxious care 
E'er pal'd their cheek ; ſolicitous alone 
T' extend to each the bliſs that each enjoy d: 
In bleſſing only bleſt. Ah ! why ſhould then 
Sources of joy, than pureſt light more pure, 
E'er know pollution ? for th envenom'd touch 
Of jealouſy now chill d each gen'rous wiſh. 
| Swift thro' each vein the foul contagion les, 
Sparing nor age nor ſex. Dire diſcord next, 
Quick following, enflames with hoſtile rage 
The mad'ning multitude, A few they chooſe, 
So prudence bids, with delegated pow'r 


An A L. L. E G o RY. 


Loos'd ev'ry band by pitying nature giv n, 
Wild ſlaughter, rolling in a crimſon flood, 
Deſerts the earth: the infants cherub tt 
Sufficient to diſarm a tigerꝰ d cage, 
Now plead in vain; nor more avail the charms 
Of ſov'reign beauty, at whoſe altars bend 
The faint and ſavage: rev' rend age now falls, 

A teeble, unreſiſting prey, repaſt 

For dogs : and why ? what mighty crimes provoke 


This waſte of vengeance ? tis the monarchs will! 


Hear, and be huſh'd ; for what a monarch wills 
Is law : perhaps ſome diſtant country boaſts 
Vines more luxuriant : the monarch nods, 

And thouſands bleed: the race at laſt extinct, 
His ſubjects butcher d, and impov'riſh'd, he 
Now coolly takes poſſeſſion of his right, 

Till clearer right be prov'd by ſtronger hands : 


To rule o'er All: butuſttof lawleſs firap ini: 273 3d, 
goon makes the men, elected to defend Iffgir lang! 
The public rights, become the public ban. 


Wr 8 - 
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Nor doubt this right; for monarchs gravely talk -- 
Of unalienable right divine 8 | 


Aa. ww _ — 


By pow'r, poſſeſſion, FAR or a gain N 
To give, bequeath, or barter crowns in ſport, 


The paſtime of an, hour; to govern: men 


Made like themſelves; men, privileg d by heav'n, 
To claim protection from the man they Jerve, 

Or ſpurn him from a ſeat, which, wiſely fill'd, 
Makes, ev'n the meaneſt ſubject, happier far 
Than tyrants trembling o'er:a realm of ſlaves. 


TT a os... 
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SCIENCES; 
1 

A „ LELSÞ 


” m. 


T I'R'D of beholding human woes, I fought 
Some gentler proſpect : nor in Vain, for ſoon. 
A wilderneſs of ſweets diſclos d, recluſe 


From eye profane ; juſt cultur'd to diſplay, 

Not with ſuppos d corrections to deform, 

Nature's pure charms: whate'er cou'd touch the foul 
With bliſs extatic, or delight the ſenſe, 

Was there: there bubling fountains thro” the ſhade 
Diffuſive flow'd, and told the flow'ry verge | 

Its charms exub' rant: whilſt innum'rous choirs 

Of feather'd ſongſters, warbling from each ſpray, 
Spoke vernal joy. A Bow'r there was, not ſhap d 

E 


—U— — * 2 * 
my — — _ 


By lab ring art, but ſuch as beauty 8 n, W 


| . ranme 


. 
{ % 
* 


18 e 8 Cul iB N | GB -& 


> * 7 


In Paphos honor'd. Twas amidſt a group 
Of graceful larch, of ſhadowy elm, and * 
And cedar odorous : itſelf entwin'd 

With myrtle, woodbine, and with eglantine, 


=—y 


And ſlender jaſmine ;' z with clematis blue, 


Laurel and roſe: the floor A riſing bed 


Of fragrance; which ſuſtain'd a form divine 5 


Grac'd as Adonis, as Narciſſus fair, 

And in refulgent majeſty adorn'd. 

As when the ſun, firſt from his orient bed 
Emerging, on th' horizon's diſtant limb 

Reſt his full orb and ſheds a ruddy gleam 

O'er the dim landſcape; rev'rent perſian's hail 
With grateful oraiſons the god of day : 

Majeſtic thus he feem'd, thus I rever'd. 

A wreath of bay around his head was girt; 

At his right hand a lyre; which, when he touch d, 


Huſh'd was the voice of harmony and love 


That ſhook the groves; by harmony o' era 40 


* Ihe genius of poetry. 


An A L L E G O RR FV. 19 


Superior : the widow'd dove awhile 

Forgot to wail her much lov'd murder'd mate * 
Ev'n envy, ſelf applauding pride, blind rage, 
And falſe ambition, ſtolen from themſelves, 

Had ſuch been there, had felt: nay almoſt then, 
Mark'd for ſupreme damnation, av' rice ſelf, 

Had learn'd with tender ſympathy to ſhare 

A brother's woe, and ſhed a pitying tear; 

To feel the vital currents warm the heart, 

In quick ſucceſſion, for a brothers joy; 

To glow with friendſhip's uncorrupted flame; 
Or nearer yet approaching heavenly bliſs, 

To love, Yet, not to harmonize the ſoul 

To ſoft emotions was his only care; 

For, when to ſtrains heroic he attun'd 

Th' according ſtrings, baniſh'd each milder thought, 
Panted each breaſt for fame: the coward then, 
With manly vigor feels his nerves reſtrung, 


And thirſts for vengeance on his country s foes; 


Thirſts for one ſhort, one ſplendid hour, to ſwell 


So 
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20 The SCIENCE 8. 
With deluges of blood his future name; 


With honeſt rage, and fierce impatience, burns 
T'avenge the righteous: cauſe of injur d worth, 
And. innocence oppreſs d. Thus each reſign d 

His heart, unconſcious, to the forceful lay: 

And. whilſt, by energy divine impell'd, 
Surrounding mortals on th' immortal gaz d, 

For each whom moſt. to favor he deſign'd, 

He. wove a chaplet; envied gift! for ſcarce 

The ſhady honors to the temples preſt 

When ſtrange commotions in their boſoms rais' d 
Delight unfelt, raptures to all unknown, 

But only they who thus inhaling joy 

Confeſs'd the pow'r : whom I now proſtrate hail'd 
With adoration pure, and ſuppliant vows, 
To gain one ſmall, one ſolitary ſprig, 

One emanation, one invalued pledge, 

of tav'ring godhead: but in vain I urg'd 

The fond requeſt :. © forbear,” he ſaid, nor judge 
Thy doom ſevere in wanting what, deſign' d. 


An A L L E G OR Y. 21 
Only for gods, is but on man conferr d 
In grace eſpecial: ſcarce an age can boaſt 
The gift repeated: tis but ſent to ſhew | 
How far divine perfection ſoars above 
Man's comprehenſion : humbler then purſue 
Some object better fitted to thy ſtate ; 
And leave mæonian and mantuan lyres 
To ſpeak my pow'r : enough, yet unexplor'd, 
Around thee lies to glut thy utmoſt with. 


I heard, nor dar'd repine ; but penſive bow'd, 
And left the bleſt retreat for happier men 
To grace ; whilſt I, new ſcenes of wonder ſought. 
Till one, more humble than the reſt, I reach'd, 
In woods emboſom'd of eternal green 4 
Seat of a goddeſs', whom an iv'ry throne 
Graceful ſuſtain'd : with no obtruſive charm, 
Nor tinſel'd glare, but ſtate, devoid of pomp, 
In native peerleſs majeſty array d. 
Each look, expreſſive of her inmoſt ſoul, 
Placid, yet piercing; tho ſevere, ſerene; 
* Truth. 
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To ſhare congenial joy; but vice,” ere, 
To all the horrors of conviction wak'd,' 
Shrunk from the trial. She, who reign'd RY 
O'er all the num'rous deities who fill'd 
The region round, with condeſcenfion mild, 
And accent, gentle as the ev' ning gale * 
That breathes ſoft whiſpers in a lover's ear, 
Aw'd ev'ry murmur, whilſt the thus began * 

« Mortal, whate' er, or whenceſoe er thou art, 


e Fearleſs approach a pow r, to whom, invok'd 


| „With pure unfeigu d ſimplicity of heart, 
; No ſupplicating hands axe ſpread in vain, -. 
N « Clear'd by my touch, thine eyes {hall pierce thi a. 


« Of modeſt nature, or deſioning bbb. 
ö Schall view trye happineſs, and real wort, 
_—_ < Blaze forth cenfpicueus, tho' obſcur' d by all 


« Thyſelt ev'n then, developp'd, 6:thy{elk, . 


„i 


The virtuous mind, afſimilating, dress n 100 wie 


— 


f The world calls wretched'; What the world calls great, 
k OT <« Stript of its greatneſs: then: ſhall lure n more: 
| G4 
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6 Shall ſeem another elf; not quite ſo free 


K 2 3 
« From human frailties, and the judgments, man, 


cc Erroneous, of all things forms, beheld 


— 2 . => -* > 


« Thro' the falſe medium of unmeaning pride, 
As now thou deem'ſt. She faid, and ſtretching forth 


Her hand, the promis'd bounty to beſtow. , 
Swift at her touch, to empty air diſſolv d, 
The vain, the viſionary, phantoms fled. 
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EEPLY ſighing, fair Amelia 
Hung in hopeleſs grief her hes 


D 


From that ſpotleſs heaving boſom” © 
Joy's ſoft empire's ever fled. ' 


Scarce the ſun has thrice, retiring, 


Borne to diſtant realms the light, 


Since her ſpouſe, the courteous Edward, 


Mingled with the ſhades of night. 
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Silent grieves the loveſick maiden 
Till her long loſt dear return, 


* — 
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wy” — 


Silent ſtands the ſculptur d matron 
O'er her lifeleſs lord's cold urn: 


— 
—— A7 2 


— 
— — — 
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Not leſs ſilent mourns Amelia, 

0 | L Woes unceafing rend her ſoul : 

j Scarce ſo lovely ſeem'd her Edward 
þ | When he firſt her fond heart ſtole, 


A ITA Au H. 
Pining thus, the heart - ſwolt fair one 
Soon had ſunk to lifeleſs clay rn La | => 
Had not thus, in plaintive accents, | 


Found the lab'ring burthen way. 


« Ah Amelia! why ftill lingers 
_ « Death's relentleſs hand to join 
« Her, of all her ſex moſt wretched, 


« To that man I once call'd mine? 


ce Father, kind indulgent father, 

« Grant, ah! grant my ſoul's requeſt : 

« Wrap me round with tenfold darkneſs 
« Till my deſtin'd hour of reſt. 
« Horrors in ſad concord chiming 
To. my foul's congenial gloom ; * 

« They, and they alone, can ſooth me, 


«Till within the peaceful tomb,” : 


Thus ſhe wail d, and then reſuming 
Mournful ſilence; to the fair 

Came the artful young Elpenor, | 
Seeming all her grief to ſhare. 
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Long he fat with well feign'd — 
Oft the fraudful tear he ſhed; 

To each figh a ſigh returning; 
Thus at length he ſoftly faid. 


«© Ah Amelia! all thy ſorrows 
% Neer can pay thy Edward's due: 
« Only thou cou'd'ſt merit Edward; 


c He alone was worthy you. 


ce Might I then but ſhare thoſe tortures 
«© Which afflict thy conſtant breaſt ; 

And, in ſharing, eaſe their poignance ; 
None were like Elpenor bleſt.“ 


Now Amelia, firſt perceiving 
Near her one who markt her pain, 
Once her heavy eyes uplifted, 


Then return'd to grieve again. 


N carer now, the youth approaching, 
Gently rais'd her lily hand. 
« Wilt thou then,” he faid, © for ever 
« Thus the will of heav'n withſtand. 


IAA Ma by 
ce Has it with more Charms endow'd the 
« Than before to mortals known, 
<« Like ſome deſertiflow'r to laviſh 


On the air ſuch ſweets alone? 


« Friendſhip has ſuch pow'rs Amelia 
« Soon 'twou'd mitigate thy care; | 

cc Nor need'{t thou fear thoſe, deceitful, 
Who the maſk of friendſhip wear. 34 


&« For ſhou'd, of thy worth unconſcious, 
* Some ſuch wretch thy harm intend ; 
Thee once ſcen, he'd change his purpoſe, 
And become thy faithful friend,” 


Nought like flatt'ry's ſubtle poiſon. 
E'er cou'd reach a female heart. | 
Did then lovely young Amelia 


From her ſex's laws depart? _ 


No: each word till leſs diſpleaſing, 
Almoſt ſhe'd forgot to moan : 

This, tranſported, ſaw Elpenor, 
And thus ſaid, now bolder grown. 


28 A Mi E L I * 
te Shou'd, long years thy grief aflwagings: 
<« Some fond youth thy love attai m: 
ce Cou'd'ft thou, cou'd'ft thou ſee him e 
ce Nor once wiſh to eaſe his pain ? #1} dont 118 0 


« Lives not one, mängſt all the millions 
Thy nice judgment cou'd approve ? | 
There's not one, thrice dear Amelia, 
« Who cou'd like Elpenor ore)! 


Sternly now ſhe ſtarts to chide- "TOY 1 


Yet a moment's pauſe ſuſpendss 
What were harſh to one, whoſe being 


| — * 4 
L 4 4 


Only on her ſmiles depends. N 
One ſhort hour, and pow no longer N 
Scruples nice her thoughts divide: | 
One ſhort month, and no AE En 


Shines her dear Elpenor's bride. 
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N a friendly alder ſhade, 
I By a gentle riv'let laid, 
Damon, wrapt in thought profound, 
Liſten'd to its ſoothing ſound. 
Long with men had Damon liv'd ; 
Long at friends unkindneſs griey'd. 
Damon once a maiden lov'd ; 
Faithleſs ſoon the maiden prov'd. 
Long fancied ſchemes of wealth and pow'r 
Had vaniſh'd in one luckleſs hour. 
What wonder then if Damon find 
His heart to ſolitude inclin'd ? 
It he a moment pauſe from care 


And thus his raptur'd mind declare ? 
| H NOR 


4 


4 Oh peace thou dear, thou welcome gueſt 3 


© So long a ſtranger to my breaſt; 


4 ]'I] leave the loathed world, to be 


C Henceforward bleſt alone with thee. 
Some ruſtic girl ſhall be my choice, 
Who never heart of modiſh vice: 

So ſimply bred to think it ſtrange 

« To choole a mate and wiſh to change ; 
« Whoſe artleſs tears unbidden flow 
At ev'ry tale of other's woe: 

«© Whoſe unmixt joy from trifles ſprings ; 
« With ſuch a maid, I'll pity kings: 

“ I'll ſearch a lonely clay-built cot 

« And live of all mankind forgot: 
There human follies long deplore, 


e But never, never, ſee them more.“ 


Thus Damon fixt : yet, ere the ſun 
\ 


His race diurnal thrice had run ; 


Tho' long by fad experience taught 


The wily ſnares of vice, he thought 


A MO R AL T AL E. 31 
No mighty harm cou'd ſure enſue 

From taking yet one ſhort adieu 

Of all the world and all its cares; 

So tow'rds the city Damon fares. 

There, ſoon immers'd in wine and noiſe, 

For ſolitude no longer ſighs : 

Yet ftill no true delight can find 


Whilſt curſt with an inconſtant mind: 
Each hour inflam'd with new deſires 


Of what before poſſeſſion tires. 


Then I'll, by Damon's folly, learn 
Falſe, from true pleaſure to diſcern : 
And ſince, to ev'ry ſtate, kind heav'n 
Sufficiency of bliſs has giv'n, 

Which in no earthly bleſſing lies, | 
But knowing how thoſe gifts to prize; 
I'll taſte, nay feaſt on, whilſt I live, 
Each harmleſs comfort life can give. 
With ſerious men, in ſerious mood, 


II think all ferious pleaſures good; 
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But, mingled with the young and gay, 
I'll laugh, and be as light as they. 
Whi Iiſtl'm decreed an humble ſtate 
I'll envy not, nor ſcorn, the great: 
Shou'd I obtain a princely ſtore, 

All I'll enjoy, or ten times more. 

I ſhun not mirth, I hate not wine ; 
Nor friendſhip ſcorn, nor love divine : 
If the world's ſmiles my actions crown 
I'm pleas'd, yet care not if it frown. 
Rural fimplicity I love, | 
Yet gay, or active life, approve. 

In contemplations calm retreat, 


And courts, by turns, I'd fix my feat. 


All ſimples choice, when us'd with ſkill, 


Life's cup with balmy ſweets to fill : 
But, choſen with imprudence vain, 


Become its ſureſt, deadlieſt bane. 


D A M O N, 
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On receiving a preſent of ſweetmeats, in which were concealed a collection 
of mottos. 


LOOMING fair, whoſe hand convey'd me 


Sweetmeats fill'd with mottos rare, 


B 


Sure, too juſtly, you'd upbraid me, 
Shou'd I this occaſion {pare 


To ſuch kindneſs, to return 
Some pledge of what a gratefu] heart 
 Wou'd ſpeak, cou'd words with : pure burn, 


Or feelings ſuch as mine impart. 


An emblem in thoſe ſugar'd toys 
Of your fair ſelf is ſeen deſign'd: 


Their outward beauties feaſt our eyes, 


Their inward wit delights our mind. 


Whilſt you, dear mils, like them, till | Join 
Such ſweetneſs to external grace ; 


For you, alone, each youth ſhall pine, 
And old maids, almoſt, ſpeak your praiſe 


ODE to PLEASURE, 


R ; 


E AR enchantreſs ſtill III woo thee, 
Still I'll doat o'er all thy charms; 


D 


Still when flying I'll purſue thee, 
Till within my longing arms: 
Thee, whoſe kind ſmiles the hoary ſage implores ; 
Thee, whom the prattling babe, the vig'rous youth adores. 
| U. 
Thee let others fleeting call, 
Narrow minded mortals all, 
Who neeer felt thy pow'r; 
In my ſoul thy ſacred breath 
Has awak'd a flame, which death. 
Alone ſhall end: 
To thee I'll dedicate each paſſing hour; 


To thee my pray'rs ſhall riſe, to thee my vows ſhall tend. 


ODE t-to PL EAS UR E. 35 
III. | 


Let auſtere recluſes chide 

That, nor all the ſtoic's pride, 
Ought avails to me : 

Ne'er can pure religion grow 

In his breaſt who is thy foe ; 


Let man not dare to bind where nature ſays be free. 
FP 


Where, o'er my Sylvia's neck, each auburn treſs 
Flows in fair ringlets, oft” I've ſeen thee play ; 
Or from her eyes, more ſure to bleſs, 
I've ſeen thee dart thy all enliv'ning ray: 
Oft from her coral lips thyſelf I've ſtole, 


And oft thy voice has thro' thoſe lips entranc'd my ſoul, 
* 


Oft' have I thy radiance view'd 
Where, beſide the Cryſtal flood, 
Riſe the pointed rocks around, 
Each with ſylvan turrets crown'd : 


There, ina friend's engaging form, haſt thou 


Sooth'd all my cares, and tranquilliz'd my brow. 


36 ODE to PL EAS UR E. 


VI. 
Where the feſtive roofs reſound, 


Where the ſparkling ooblet's crown'd, 
Doſt thou ſometimes preſide : 

But, when reaſon quits her feat, 

Doſt thou with haſty ſteps retreat; 


For ne er with thee cou d madneſs be allied. 
1 VII. 
Then grant kind goddeſs; ſent to bleſs mankind ; 


In youth, in manhood, and old age to find 
Thee ſtill propitious may be my lot 3 

Then, or the palace, or the humble cot, 

Alike I chooſe ; ſince thou, with virtue join'd, 
Art to no place, no law, no rank, confin'd, 


But fit'st enthron'd in ev'ry lib'ral human mind. 


